Speech by Mr Choo Chiau Beng, Chairman & CEO of Keppel Offshore & Marine at the delivery ceremony of the BP Shah Deniz TPG 500 Platform Hull Section 

on 26 July 2004 at 10 am Keppel FELS

A very good morning to you, 

· Dr Rob Kelly, President of BP Shah Deniz;

· Mr Andrew Tozer, BP Representative; 

· Mr Albert Chapuis, Site Manager, BP Shah Deniz;

· Distinguished guests, Friends, Fellow Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen.

Today is a special day not just for Keppel FELS, BP Shah Deniz and Technip Coflexip, but also for the many of those here who were involved in the fabrication of the BP Shah Deniz TPG 500 platform hull sections.

Most importantly, we remember the late Mr Low See Keng, whom we know fondly as SK. 

SK demonstrated the Can Do attitude when he accepted the challenge of assuming the role as Project Director for this construction project, with the assistance of Keith Teo. Unfortunately, he fell ill towards the final months nearing project completion and passed away recently. 

To Mrs SK Low who is amongst us this morning with her two daughters, we thank you sincerely for your husband’s dedication and passion. He is one man who has made a difference in our company and will always be dearly remembered by all.

Today, we celebrate SK’s achievement. 

Senior Project Manager Keith Teo, together with his able team made it their commitment to complete the project on time, on budget and to the highest standards. For that, I applaud the team. 
The fabrication of the TPG 500 platform hull was a challenging and complex project. The yard invested four million man-hours in to the project and I am proud to say we accomplished zero incident throughout the 365 days we took to complete this job.

This project also symbolises Keppel’s first direct partnership with BP, and a very meaningful one.  

There is also another first in this project. 

The TPG 500 jackup will be the first gas-condensated drilling production platform to be deployed in the Caspian Sea. 

What’s most interesting about this project is its fast-track construction schedule. Keppel FELS also demonstrated our ability to construct the hull while responding to changes as detailed engineering drawings came in from the project designers. 

The yard was responsible for the entire out-country fabrication, which involved the fabrication of the hull, topsides and living quarters. And what is most unique about this project is that instead of building the whole hull, it was fabricated in four sections. 

Following today’s delivery, the strips will be soon be on their way to the Caspian Sea where Keppel Offshore & Marine’s subsidiary, Caspian Shipyard Company will integrate the strips with other in-country fabrication modules.

The collaboration between Keppel Offshore & Marine’s yards, in this instance, Keppel FELS in Singapore and Caspian Shipyard Company in Baku is testament to our ‘Near Market, Near Customer’ strategy. 


Our shared expertise and knowledge enabled us to work in partnership with BP to find solutions that allowed us to complete this highly complex project within an extremely tight schedule and to the highest quality and safety standard.

We also believe that with our knowledge and experience of the Caspian, together with the BP Shah Deniz team and the Keppel team led by Bill Kee who flew down from Baku to join us this morning … will rise to the challenge and complete the integration project successfully on time, within budget.

With this, I wish you all an enjoyable morning.

Thank you.







